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Sir: 



Pursuant to 37 CFR §1.56, the attention of the Patent and Trademark Office is hereby 
directed to the reference(s) listed on the attached PTO-1449. Unless otherwise indicated herein, 
one copy of each reference is attached. It is respectfully requested that the information be 
expressly considered during the prosecution of this application, and that the reference(s) be made 
of record therein and appear among the "References Cited" on any patent to issue therefrom. 

[X] 1. This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed (a) within three months of 
the U.S. filing date of this non-CPA application, OR (b) before the mailing date of a first 
Office Action on the merits in the present application. No certification or fee is required. 

E<] 2. One or more reference cited herein was cited in a counterpart foreign application. 
An English language version of the foreign search report is attached for the Examiner's 
information. See References 4-7 . 

IE1 3. In accordance with 37 CFR § 1 .98(a)(2)(ii), copies of any U.S. patents and patent 
application publications are not attached. 



ALL REFERENCES CONSIDERED EXCEPT WHERE LINED THROUGH. /M.D./ 



Receipt date: 03/28/2006 



10564360 -GAU: 1796 

Application No. 10/564,360 



|g| 4. EP 0 696 605 corresponds to U.S. Patent No. 5,665,83 1 ; EP 0 552 896 

corresponds to U.S. Patent No. 5,352,763; and EP 0 295 055 corresponds to U.S. Patent 
No. 4,826,945. 



Respectfully submitted, 



JaWes A. OlifF 
Registration No. 27,075 

Julie M. Lake 
Registration No. 51,156 



Date: March 28, 2006 
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09-09-1997 


Neuenschwander et al. 
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EP0 696 605 A 1 


02-14-1996 
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EP 0 552 896 Al 


07-28-1993 










6 


EP 0 295 055 A2 


12-14-1988 


Europe 
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DE 42 24 401 Al 


01-27-1994 


Germany 
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examiner /Michael Doliinger/ ° A m^29/200^ D 


Examiner: Initial if citation considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with M.P.E.P. 609; draw line through citation if not in conformance 
and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 
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